Finances Account
Focus

To achieve balance in the time and energy you devote to earning a living, and to become the best possible manager of the resources God has placed in your care.
Prayer

Dear God,
Thank you for your abundant provision.  I surrender my possessions to you and for your glory.  Help me make deposits in heaven with an even greater enthusiasm than I seek to make deposits here on earth.  Provide for others in need today- if even through me.  Help me hear your voice and learn from you in this area of finances.  I will obey your word…Amen.
Assessment 
1.  What is God’s purpose for money?
2.  What role does money play in my life?

3.  On a scale of 1-10, how content am I with my current financial condition?

4.  How often do financial concerns consume my thoughts?

5.  If I were to experience a dramatic financial loss, what would I do?

6.  If I were to experience a substantial financial increase, what would I do with the discretionary income?

7.  Is there anything else I’d like to discuss with my coach in this account?

Scripture to Review

Matthew 6:31-33 “So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”

God’s Word

Ecclesiastes 10:19 “A feast is made for laughter, and wine makes life merry, but money is the answer for everything.”
►Why is money so luring? ……………………………..……………………………..

……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..
Matthew 25:14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them.”
►In God’s economy, are we owners or managers? .……..…..….………………………..
Psalm 23:1 “The LORD is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want.”
►Who is ultimately, my one and only provider? …….…..………………………..
Proverbs 11:28 “Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.”
Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”
►What does it mean to “trust in money”? ………………………..………………….
►Do I plan my life around my earning potential, or around my sense of what God wants to see happen? ...………………...………………………..…………………
……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..

►Do I need to rearrange anything in this area? ...…………………………..…….…
……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..

Luke 12:13-21 “Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 

Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 

And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' 

"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' 

"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 

"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."
►What does Jesus say here about greed? ...………………….……………..…………
……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..

……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..

►How do you measure your own success? ...………………….…………..…………
……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..

►What is your reason for seeking a relationship with God? ...………………..……
……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..

……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..

1 Timothy 6:6-10 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”
►This Biblical writer lived in a much more primitive economic society.  Most people you know have “enough food and clothing”.  What teaching in these verses applies to you today? ……………………………………………………..……..

……………………………..………………………………………………………..……..
►Is money “the root of all evil”? ...……………………….…….…………..…………
►In one word, what perspective should I have about money? .………….……..…
Philippians 4:11-13, “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”
Philippians 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
►How does God define needs vs. wants? .………….……..………………….………

……………………………..…………………………………………………….…..……..

……………………………..…………………………………………………….…..……..

►What financial “secret” did Paul know that helped so much in his life? ……..…
……………………………..…………………………………………………….…..……..

……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

►What are “glorious riches”? .………….……..…………..…………………...………
Hebrews 13:5 “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."
Psalm 119:36 “Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain.”
►This is a difficult but fundamental question: Honestly, do I love money? ..……
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

►Has anyone ever encouraged me to be satisfied with what I already have? ……
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

►How can earning a strong income be consistent with teaching about “contentment” and “eagerness for God’s decrees”? .………….……..……....………
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

Isaiah 55:1-2 "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come; buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 
Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.”
Mark 8:36-37 “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?”
►Is it spiritually wrong to be financially ambitious, “successful” in business? 
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

►What have you sacrificed when you put money first? …………..………..………
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

►What kind of food is good for the soul? …………….………….…………...………
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

Proverbs 3:9-10 “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”
Malachi 3:10 “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”
►What is “tithing”? …………..………………….…………...…….…………...………
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

►What percentage of my gross income do I give the Lord’s work? .……..…….....
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

►Should full time Christian workers, such as pastors and missionaries, also give tithe?..……………………..………………………………………………………...……..

……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."

2 Corinthians 9:6 “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”
►What does it mean that if I give, I will receive? ……………….………..…………..
……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..

……………………………..………………………………………………………...……..
Genesis 4:3-5 “In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD.  But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So, Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.”
Proverbs 21:2 “All a man's ways seem right to him, but the LORD weighs the heart.”
►Do motives matter?  I mean, so long as I do the right thing, like giving my tithe and things like that, what difference do motives make? ………………………..…...
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

►Do you give with a cheerful and generous heart? ..…………………..……...…….
Proverbs 21:20 “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.”
Proverbs 28:19-20 “He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty. 

 A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpunished.”
►What is the wisdom of these proverbs? ..……………………...………..……..…….
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

Haggai 1:3-6 “Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?" 

Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. You have planted much but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it."

►Do you sometimes feel like you never have enough? ..……………..……….…….
►What will you do about these thoughts in the future? ..……………..…...….…….
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

Proverbs 6:1-5 “My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in pledge for another, if you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth, then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands: Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor! 

Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids. Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.”
Proverbs 22:7 “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.”
Romans 13:8 “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.”
►Is debt a sin? …………..……………………………….……..………………...……..
►Are you under the weight of your indebtedness? ….………..……..……...……..
►What will you do about it? ………………..…………….………..…………...……..
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

►Debt seems to be a way of life for many.  How could you mange your financial situation more wisely? …………………...………………….……..…………...……..
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

Mark 10:20-23 "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy." 

Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!"

►Does God intend for us to give all our possessions to the poor? …………..……..
►What is the teaching of Jesus in this passage? ………………..…...………...……..
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..
►What did Jesus say that it is difficult for rich people to get into the Kingdom of God?...…………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

1 Corinthians 4:12 “We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it;”
1 Thessalonians 4:12 “so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.”
►What is the advice of these verses for people who spend a large portion of their time in Christian services? ……..………………………….…….………………...…….
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

Mark 12:41-44 “Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on."

►Why do you give money? …………………….………………....……………...…….
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

►Have you ever been treated differently as a result of giving significant amounts of money? …………………..………………………...…………..……...……..
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

►Deep inside, what do you expect when you give money?  A good feeling?  Recognition?  A favorable status in the community? …….……….………….....……
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

1 John 3:17 “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”
►Do you know people in serious financial need? ……………….…..…..…….......…
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

►How should you respond to requests by others who need money? ………..……
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

►Is God nudging you today to help someone in financial need? …………..…...…
►What will you do about it? ……………….…………..…….......……………....…….
……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

……………………………..……………………………………….………………...……..

God’s Message To Me
Review the “God’s Word” section and highlight the Scriptures where you sensed God especially spoke to you:

In each Scripture that you highlighted, what does He want you to do to re-focus your finances?
…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

SHARE IT

What are one or two takeaways you learned from the Finances Account that you would like to share with a close friend?

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

…………….………………………………………………….……………………………..

► With whom will you share? ……………………………….……...……………….
MY NEXT STEP

“Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.

See if there is any offensive way in me,

And lead me in the way everlasting.” (Psalm 139:23-24)

► Fill out the Finances Account worksheet on the following page 
1. Complete Finances Account worksheet and,

2. “God’s Message to Me” and “Share it!” sections.

Finances Account Worksheet

This is how I will manage the wealth God has entrusted to me:

Health Vision: How do I define “success” in this area of life?  Here is where I need to be financially in the next few years, both in the area of wealth management and in giving.  This is what I’d like to achieve for God’s Kingdom, with His help, through finances

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture. Anchor your vision with Scripture that inspires you to fulfill it.

 

 

 

Action Plans.  These actions will help me align my finances with God’s will for my life; with the following regularity (daily, weekly, monthly, annually).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

►  Put these Action Plans on your calendar as “to do’s”.  They are priority!

►  If you can’t enter these in your planner, spend more time on this now.  You need to be able to schedule and track your progress and success.  Your Action Plans should be specific, measurable and realistic.

►  Track your progress.  Review your Life Plan accounts regularly.  Sunday evening or Monday morning is suggested.
 

